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HOW TO USE THIS TEMPLATE: Replace the guidance in each section with your own writing and delete all grey boxes before submitting. Keep the layout (single column, 11–12 pt font, 1-inch margins). Length: 4–10 pages of main text and figures, from the Title through the Conclusion; references and appendices do not count. Review is double-anonymous: do not put author names, schools or mentor names in this file. Enter them in the online submission form instead. Save as PDF to submit.
Title: aim for 15 words or fewer. Name the system, method or question you studied, not just the topic.
Abstract
Up to 250 words, one paragraph, no citations. In order: the question or problem; why it matters; what you did (data and methods); your main result, with numbers and uncertainties where possible; and what it means.
Write your abstract here.
1. Introduction
Explain the research question or hypothesis and why it is interesting. Summarize the most relevant prior work and cite it (Lastname & Othername, 2024). State clearly what is new in your work. If your project builds on, extends or recreates previous work, including your own earlier work or a mentor's, say so here and cite it.
Write your introduction here.
2. Data and Methods
Describe your data and methods in enough detail that someone else could repeat the work: where the data came from, sample sizes, instruments, software and versions, settings, and any statistical tests. If your work involved human participants (including surveys), vertebrate animals or hazardous materials, describe the approvals and consent you obtained.
Write your data and methods here.
3. Results
Present what you found, with figures and tables. Every figure and table must be your own work, numbered, captioned, referred to in the text, and labeled with units. Report uncertainties or error bars and sample sizes where they apply. Save interpretation for the Discussion.
Write your results here. See Figure 1 and Table 1.
Insert your figure here (Insert > Pictures), then delete this box.
Figure 1. A caption that explains what the figure shows, what the axes and symbols mean (with units), and how many measurements it includes. Error bars show [e.g. one standard deviation].
Table 1. Example table. Put units in the column headers.
	Sample
	Measurement (unit)
	Uncertainty (unit)

	A
	1.23
	0.05

	B
	4.56
	0.07



4. Discussion
Interpret your results. What do they mean for your research question? How do they compare with prior work? What else could explain them?
Write your discussion here.
4.1 Limitations
Required. Describe honestly what limits your results: sample size, assumptions, sources of error, things you could not test, and how future work could address them. A thoughtful limitations section counts in your favor.
Write your limitations here.
5. Conclusion
Summarize your main findings and their significance in one or two short paragraphs. Do not introduce new results here.
Write your conclusion here.
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Author contributions. Describe who did what, for example: “Author 1 designed the study, collected and analyzed the data, and wrote the manuscript. Author 2 built the apparatus and edited the manuscript. The mentor provided feedback on the methods.”
AI-use statement. State whether any AI tools were used and how. AI may not create any text, figures, analysis or results. Minimal use, such as explaining a concept or debugging your own code, must be described here, for example: “ChatGPT was used to explain the definition of a Fourier transform and to help find a bug in our plotting code. No AI tools were used to write text, create figures or perform analysis.” If no AI was used, write: “No AI tools were used in this work.”
Data and code availability. Say where your data and code can be found (for example, a GitHub or Zenodo link), or write: “The data and code are available from the authors on reasonable request.” Data about people must be de-identified.
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